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up at the requeſt of Miſs Hill's 
executor, to whom I am greatly obliged 
for appointing me to preach on Whit- | 
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ſun-Monday, agreeably to the M. ords 
of her will, on the benefit which the 
Holy Spirit of God i i: of to man in 
his journey through life: Aud what ; 

I thought myſelf bound in duty to de- | 
liver = the pulpit, J 1 have fmce. been” 


| perſuaded Zo Jend from the preſs ; for 
although it contains nothing new either 
in the matter or manner, yet I think 
it incumbent upon me 10 bear my pub 


lic teſtimony to the great doctrine of 
chriſtianity here inculcated. I am 
prepared for the reception it will meet 
with, not only from the monthly re- 
viewers, the avowed enemies of the 
eſtabliſhed church, and its eflabliſhed 
5; doctrines, Ho 
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docirines, but alſo from all mere m0" 
minal Chriſtians. But let them ri- 
dicule it ever ſo much as Hutchinſo= 
nian Enthuſiaſm, yet fence it is ex- 
preſſly taught in [cripture, and main- 
| tained in the cleareſt manner by our 
church, it will give me no concern to 
be recloned an Enthufraft, while the 
ſeripture is on my fide, or an Hutch-. 
inſonian, while the Church of England 
ſupports ine; and if men will call the 
plain deftrine of ſcripture Enthu- 
fiaſm, and will treat the articles, and 
homilies, and liturgy of our church as 
| Hutchinſonianiſm, I hope I ſhall live 

and die a Church of England- Hutch- . 
ere aſt. 
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Ez RK. xxxvi. 25, 26, 27. 


Then will T ſprinkle clean water upon you, and 
ye ſhall be clean; from all your filthineſs, 
' and from all your idols will I cleanſe you. 
A new heart alſo will I give you, anda 
neu ſpirit will I put within you, and 1 
will take away the ſtony heart out of your 


fleſh, and I will give you an heart of fleſh. 
And I will put my ſpirit within you, and 
cauſe you to walk in my. ſratutes, and ye 
Hall keep my judgments, and do them.” 


UR bleſſed Saviour ſhewed him- 
ſelf alive after his paſſion, by ma- 
ny infallible proofs, being ſeen of 
his apoſtles forty days, and ſpeak- 
ing of the things pertaining to the kingdom 
of God, and being aſſembled together with 
them, he commanded them, that they ſhould 
not depart from Feruſalm, but wait for the 
romiſe of the Father, which, faith he, ye 
fave heard of me; for John truly baptized 
with water, but ye ſhall be baptized. with 
the holy Ghoſt, not many days hence, 
And according to his moſt true Roni, th 
oly 
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hb 
holy Ghoſt came down as at this time from 
heaven, with a ſudden great found, as it had 
been a A wind, in the likeneſs of 
fiery tongues, lighting upon the apoſtles, to 
teach them, and to lead them to all truth, 
giving them both the gifts of divers lan- 
guages, and alſo boldneſs with fervent zeal, 
conſtantly to preach the goſpel unto all na- . 
tions, whereby we have been brought out 
of darkneſs and error, intv the clear light 
and true knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. 

This is the ſubject of the preſent feſtival, 
We are here aſſembled to commemorate the 
gifts and graces which the holy Spirit be- 
| ſtowed upon the apoſtles, and to bleſs God 
for our intereſt in them. The ſame Spirit is 
ſtill with us, and will abide with us for 
ever. He is with us, not to bring the 
world over to the outward profeſſion of 
chriſtianity ; for that is already effected, and 
the extraordinary powers, which were ne- 
ceſſary to effect it are ceaſed. Chriſtianity 
is eſtabliſhed, and outward miracles are no 
longer needful to be the outward proofs of 
it. But the holy Spirit has ſtill the ſame 
inward work to carry on, Which he had in 
the apoſtles time, and it requires the ſame de- 
oree of divine and almighty power, although 
It be not exerted in outward miracles. e 
mind of every man is by nature in darkneſs 
and ignorance, blind as to the things of 
God; this he has to enlighten with ſaving 
truth, The will and all the affections are 
depraved, 
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depraved, and it is his gracious office to in- 
cline and diſpole them to comply with the 
will of God. And after the underſtanding 
is enlightened, and the heart renewed, we 
have ſtill no power to walk in the ways of 
holineſs, without the ſpecial grace of the 
holy Spirit, whoſe guidance is neceſſary 
every moment, and for every thought and 
word and work, Theſe are called the or- 
dinary operations of the Spirit of God, not 
as if they were leſs divine, or any thing 
ſhort of the almighty operations in the apot- 
tolic age, but becauſe theſe were extraordi- 
nary, given for a certain fix'd time, to carry 
on a particular work, but the former were 
common to all believers, to the apoſtles 
themſelves as believers, and are to be the 
ordinary gifts and graces of every chriſtian 
unto the end of the world. And whoever 
has received theſe ordinary operations, has in 
his own heart clear and full teſtimony of 
the Godhead, and almighty power of the 
bleſſed Spirit. He wants no outward mira- 
cles. This great inward work is to him 
complete evidence; and he is able to reſt 
his ſalvation with as full truſt and confidence 
upon it, as if he had ſeen the apoſtles exert 
their miraculous gifts and graces. May the 
Lord and giver of all grace be pleaſed to be- 
ſtow upon you this inward witneſs, and 
may he enable you to look up to him for it 
while I am, | 


tirp, 


(3] 
Firſt, Illuſtrating theſe truths from the 
prophet's authority in the text, and then 


Secondly, Applying them to your ſpiritual 
uſe and benefit. 


And by the conſideration of theſe two 
particulars, I hope to be able to anſwer the 
good purpoſes of our preſent meeting. We 
are called together by the will of a late cha- 
ritable and pious lady, who appointed a 
ſermon to be preached upon this day con- 
cerning the benefit which the holy ſpirit of 
God is of to man, during his journey through 
this life. The ſubject is ſuitable to the great 
feſtival, which the church now celebrates, 
and the words which I have read contain a 
clear and full account of the benefit we re- 
ceive from the holy Spirit from the begin- 
ning to the end of cur chriſtian life. IJ will 
Sprinkle clean water upon yu, and ye ſhall be 
clean, &c. The clean water was to be 
ſprinkled upon them to cleanſe the ſoul ; 
this effect is here aſcribed to it; but water 
cannot reach the ſoul, or if it could, yet it 
was not able ſo to act upon it, as to cleanſe 
it from any finful filthineſs. But the Spirit 
of God acts upon our ſpirits, as water does 
upon the body, and therefore it was the 
outward and viſible ſign of his inward and 
ſpiritual grace in the old teſtament, as well 
as the new. The phraſe of ſprinkling clean 
water to cleanſe them from fin reters to the 


legal 
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legal ablutions, and more particularly to 
the great typical purification for fin, of 
which we read Numbers xix. The aſhes of 
the red heifer, which was burnt without the 
camp, were to be mixed with pure running 
water to be a purification for fin, and who- 
ever contracted any legal uncleanneſs, and 
had not this ſin- water ſprinkled upon him 
to purify himſelf, that ſoul was to be cut 
off from among the congregation. St. Paul 
has applied part of this ſervice to our Lord's 
ſuffering without the gate (Heb. xiii. 1 1. 12. 

13.) and St. Zobn has applied the other part 
(vii. 38, 39.) where upon Chriſt's deſcribing 
the rivers of living water, which ſhould 
flow from believers, he lays, But this he 
ſpake of the ſpirit, he ſpake of water as the 
known emblem of the Spirit, and the chriſti- 
an church has always uſed it for his em- 
blem in the ſacrament of baptiſm, wherein 
his grace cleanſes to the purifying of the 
ſoul, as water cleanſes to the puriſying of 
the fleſh, 

Water then is the inſtituted type of the 
holy Spirit, and pouring out water to cleanſe, 
is in the ſcripture manner of expreſſion pour- 
ing out of the holy Spirit ta cleanſe the 
ſoul; and his cleanſing grace muſt be the 
thing here ſpoken of, becauſe it was to pu- 
rify them from all fin. 7 will ſprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean, from 
all your filthineſs and from all your Idols will 
4 cleanſe you, from all the filthineſs of ſin, 
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and from all the guilt of idolatry J will 
purify them. Sin polluted all the faculties 
of the ſoul, and my good Spirit ſhall cleanſe 
them all. The underſtanding he ſhall pu- 
rify by removing its natural blindneſs, and 
by opening their eyes to ſee the error of 
their ways, that they may be brought to 
Jeſus Chriſt for ſalvation, and may have 
their hearts ſprinkled from an evil con- 
{cience with the all purifying blood of the 
lamb of God, which will juſtify them, and 
may have grace and power to walk in the 
ſtatutes of the Lord, and to keep his judg- 
ments, which will ſanctify them; and thus 
he cleanſes all the faculties : For it follows 
in the ſecond verſe of the text, A mw heart 
alſo will I give you, and a new ſpirit wilt I 
put within you, and 1 will take away the 
ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and I will give 
gou an heart of fleſh. The cleanſing of the 
heart 1s the greateſt work of divine grace, 
becauſe there is in every finner hardneſs, and 
an impenitent heart, which no human power 
can ſoften, The ſcripture ſpeaks of it in 
the ſtrongeſt expreſſions, The fin of Judab 
is written with a pen of iron, and with the 
print of a diamond, it is graven upon the 
table of their heart; and what power is able 
to eraſe this deep engraving, except the al- 
mighty God, who declares, I wil! give you 
a new heart, renewed in all its facultics, 
and a new ſpirit will I put within you, en- 
dued with new appetites and new affections, 
| and 


( x2 ] 
and I will take away the flony heart, the re- 
freſhing ſtreams of my grace ſhall ſoften the 
old hardened heart of fin, which would 
take no good impreſſion, and I will give you 
an heart of fleſh, ſoft and pliable, yielding 
to the motions of my grace, and willing to 
have the law engraved by the Spirit of the 
living God upon the fleſhly tables of the 
heart. And after the heart and the affec- 
tions are thus renewed, and diſpoſed to love 
the will of God, the holy Spirit was till to 
proceed; and to go on in the work of ſanc- 
tification, in which his grace 1s abſolutely 
neceſſary. Even after the ſtony heart is 
taken out, we ſtill want his guidance, and 


whenever he leaves us to ourſelves, we can- 


not take one ſtep in our journey towards 
heaven. And therefore God promiſes to 
them, who had a new heart, that he would 
put his ſpirit within them, and cauſe them to 
walk in his ſtatutes. His Spirit ſhould be 
their guide, both to lead them into the way 
of God's commandments, and to give them 
ſtrength and power to walk in theſe ways 
ſteadily unto the end : for the light of na- 
ture could never direct ſinners into the paths 
of God's commandments, nor could the 
beſt natural abilities go forward in them, 
unleſs God thould put his Spirit within us, 
and give us power to walk in his ſtatutes. 
We want his ſupport every flep we take 
throughout the whole work of ſanctification. 
If we go forward, he is the cauſe, He 

B 2 gives 
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gires us both the will and the power; for it 
is he who worketh in us both to will and 
to do. It is the Spirit of God within us, 
who cauſes us to walk in his ſtatutes, and 
to keep his judgments, and do them. 

And thus the prophet has taught us of 
what benefit the holy Spirit is to man dur- 
ing his journey through this life. We can- 
not ſo much as ſet out upon our journey to 
heaven, until he cleanſe all the faculties, by 
removing the blindneſs of the underſtanding, 
and the depravity of the will and affections. 
It is his office to give us a new heart and a 
new fpirit, diſpoſed to receive impreſſions of 
the divine law, and then to endue it with 
power to walk in the ſtatutes of God, and 
to keep his judgments, and to do them; fo 
that every ſtep we take from the firſt mo- 
ment we ſet out, until we happily arrive at 
the end of our journey, is directed and ſup- 
ported by the holy Spirit of God. This is 
the prophet's doctrine, which I come 


Secondly, To apply to your ſpiritual uſe 
and benefit. And if we make a right uſe 
of it, we muſt not only endeavour to be 
convinced of its truth, but alſo to find the 
power of it operating upon our lives and 
converſations ; for it would be to no pur- 
poſe to believe, that the holy Spirit is the 
author and finiſher of the whole work of 
grace, if this belief ſhould reſt unoperative 
in the head, and never diſpoſe us to ſeek 


the 
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the experience of it in the heart, and in the 
reſt of the faculties. Since his grace is to 
cleanſe us from all the pollutions of lin, and 
to create in us a new heart, and to renew a 
right ſpirit within us, and to give us power 
to walk in the way of God's command- 
ments, let us not hear theſe truths as mere 
ſpeculative points, but let us ſuffer the con- 
viction of them to operate in our lives, and 
to carry us to ſeck our own intereſt in them. 
And I hope the bleſſed Spirit will render 
profitable to theſe good purpoſes what TI 
have to offer concerning the uſefulneſs of his 
guidance throughout the journey of life. 

Sin polluted the whole man, and made 
every part and power unclean and abomina- 
ble altogether, and the prophet aſcribes to 
the holy Spirit the whole work of cleanſing 
the foul, His grace is neceſſary to purify 
every faculty. He begins with removing the 
darkneſs of the underſtanding, and enlight- 
ening it with all- ſaving truth, of which by 
nature we are ignorant. Sin render ed us in- 
capable of ſeeing ſpiritual objects. It did not 
entirely deſtroy the organ of ſight, but it en- 
tirely ſtopt all communion between it, and 
the fountain of light, and brought the ſoul 
into ſuch a ſtate as the body would be in, 
if the ſun was blotted out of heaven, and the 
moon and ſtars were no more to reflect their 
enlivening rays upon the earth, This would 
be a moſt uncomfortable and-heavy night, in 
which although the bodily organ of light re- 

mained, 


mained, yet theſe outward objects would be 
as inviſible, as if the organ was quite de- 
ſtroyed. And ſin produced the ſame effects 
in the ſpiritual world. Every ſon of Adam 
is in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, until 
the holy Spirit of God enlighten the eyes of 
the underitanding. St. Paul's account of the 
Gentiles is this (Eph. iv. 18.) they had the 
underſtanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through the ignorance that is in 
them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their heart. 
Sin darkened the underſtanding and alienated 
them from the life of God, by ſeparating 
them from that divine light, which is the 
principle of their ſpiritual life, and therefore 
they lived no longer unto God, but were cut 
off from all intercourſe and communion with 
him. In this ſtate of darkneſs and blindneſs 
we all continue, entirely ignorant of the 
things of God, until his good Spirit manifeſt 
them unto us. The natural underſtanding 
in its higheſt refinement cannot diſcover 
them; for the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the ſpirit of God, for they are fool- 
iſuneſe unto him, neither can he know them, 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. (1 Cor. 
11. 14.) The natural man cannot receive ſpi- 
ritual things, God mult reveal them unto 
him by his ſpirit, before he can have the 
leaſt diſcernment of them, even what is 
revealed concerning them in ſcripture cannot 
be dilcerned, until the holy Spirit open the 
eves to bchold it. And under the ſenſe of 


this 
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this truth the prophet thus intreats Gad, 
Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold von- 
drous things out of thy law, Pſalm cxix. 18, 
to open the eyes to behold them was the 
work of God. And again he prays, Give 
me underſtanding (it was the gift of God) 
that I may learn thy commandments. I am 
thy ſervant, give me underſtanding, that T may 
know thy teftimonies, Pſalm cxix. 73, 125. 
And to the ſame effect St. Paul prays for his 
Epheſians, that the God of our Lord Jeſus 
Chritt the father of glory would give unto 
them the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of him, that the eyes of their 
underſtanding might be enlightened. This 
was the work of God. He was to give unto 
them the Spirit, and the Spirit was to give 
them wiſdom, and to reveal the knowledge 
of God to them, by which means the eyes 
of their underſtanding would be enlightened. 
This is the doctrine of ſcripture; and I may 
confirm it from an authority, which I eſteem 
next to the word of God, and that is the 
fenſe of our church upon this point. In the 
collect for the 5th Sunday after Eaſter ſhe 
teaches us to pray, O Lord, from whom 
* all good things do come ; grant to us thy 
te humble ſervants, that by thy holy inſpi- 
ec ration we may think thoſe things that be 
good, &c,” We cannot ſo much as think 
a good thought, unleſs we have the holy in- 
ſpiration of God: And again on the gth 
Sunday after Trinity we pray, © Grant = ar 
„Lord 
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& Lord we beſeech thee, the ſpirit to think 
e and do always ſuch things as be rightful, 
ce that we who cannot do any thing that is 
ce good without thee, may by thee be ena- 
&* bled to live according to thy will, through 
e Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” To the ſame 
purpoſe we read in the 3d part of the homily 
for rogation week. Let us meekly call 
e upon the bountiful ſpirit, the holy Ghoſt, 
* to inſpire us with his preſence, that we 
© may be able to hear the goodneſs of God 
* to our ſalvation. For without his lively 
inſpiration can we not ſo much as ſpeak 
the name of the mediator. No man can 
* ſay, that Jeſus is the Lord, but by the 
* holy Ghoſt, Much leſs ſhould we be able 
* to underſtand theſe great myſteries, that 
* be opened to us by Chriſt. For we have 
received, faith St. Paul, not the ſpirit of 
*© the world, but the ſpirit which js of God, 
ce for this purpoſe, that we may know the 
things which are freely given to us of God, 
© In the power of the holy Ghoſt reſteth all 
“e ability to know God and to pleaſe him. 
« It is he that purifieth the mind by his 
ce ſecret working. He enlighteneth the 
heart to conceive worthy thoughts of al- 
e mighty God.” Theſe authorities are 
clear. They expreſly declare, that we can, 
not think ſuch things as be rightful without 
the holy inſpiration of the Spirit of God, 
 Thete are the ſentiments of ſcripture, and 
of the Church of England, concerning the 
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firſt ſtep we are to take in our chriſtian 


courſe. 

By removing the darkneſs of the natural 
underſtanding, and by enlightening it with 
all- ſaving truth, the holy Spirit enables us to 
ſee the way to heaven, the next ſtep is to 
diſpoſe the will to walk in it: For after we 
ſee the right way, yet we have no deſire to 
walk in it, until he renew the heart. It is 
the work of his grace to incline the will, and 
to diſpoſe it aright, that it may conſent to 
the will of God : For our wills are by nature 
corrupt. The will of the fleſh is oppoſite to 
the will of God; and our affections are ſo 
depraved, that they chooſe only evil and 
continually, And God ſaw that the wicked- 
neſs of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually, Gen. vi. 5. And 
this continually evil heart is alſo obdurately 
evil. It is ſtony and rocky, harder than ada- 
mant. All the powers in nature cannot 
ſoften it. Sin has rendered it incapable of 
any good impreſſion, unleſs it be made by an 
almighty arm. He alone who created the 
heart can make it relent before him. To 
ſoften an hardened heart is as great a work 
as to create a world, and therefore the pro- 
phet prays, create in me à clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right ſpirit within me. To 
create is to make a thing out of nothing, and 
the ſame creative power which brought the 
heavens and the earth out of nothing is neceſ- 
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fary to create in the ſinner a clean heart: 
For to caſt him in a new mould, and to 
make him a new man is harder then to make 
him a man at firſt ; becauſe nothing oppoſed 
his creation, God ſpake, and it was done. 
But the heart, which was conceived in fin, 
has lived in ſin, and has loved ſin, and 
placed all its affections upon it, has an utter 
averſion to this new creation, And what 
wer is able to take the love of fin out of 
the heart, and to render it willing to be made 
pure and holy? Say, who is equal to this 
reat work ? Certainly, no created power. 
e alone can do it, who turneth the hard 
rock into a ſtanding water, and the flint 
ſtone into a ſpringing well. He can do it, 
and he has promiſed, * I will give you a 
* new heart, and a new ſpirit will I put 
* within you, and I will take away your 
e ſtony heart, and I will give you an heart 
« of fleſh, and I will put my Spirit within 
% you.” My Spirit ſhall work this great 
change. He ſhall take the hard ſtony heart 
out of you, which is altogether finful, and 
ſhall enable you to delight in the law of 
God in the inner man. And thus he re- 
news the heart, for we are ſaved by the waſh- 
ing of regeneration, and renewing the holy 
Ghoſt. (Titus iii. 5.) Ad 
This is the language of our church: On 


chriſtmas day we uſe theſe. words, al- 


* mighty God — grant that we being rege- 
* Nerate, and made thy children by adoption 
« and 


119 
<« and grace, may daily be renewed by thy 
“ holy Spirit, Sc. And again on the 19th 
Sunday after Trinity we pray. O God, for- 
* aſmuch as without thee we are not able to 
2 pron thee; mercifully grant, that thy 
te holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule 
* our hearts, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
* Lord:” We are taught the reaſon for of- 
fering up theſe petitions in the 10th article, 
Of free-will 
* 'The condition of man after the fall of 
* Adam is ſuch, that he cannot turn and 
< prepare himſelf by his own natural ſtrength 
* and good works to faith and calling upon 
“ God: Wherefore we have no power to do 
* good works pleaſant and acceptable to 
e God, without the grace of God by Chriſt 
ce preventing us, that we may have a good- 
* will, and working with us when we have 
* that good-will.” We have loſt by the fall 
the power of turning and preparing our 
hearts to any religious exerciſe, and we have 
not even the good-will, much leſs the power | 
to do any one good work, until the grace of | 
God go before and diſpoſe the will, and af- | 
terwards work with us when we have that 
good-will ; from whence it is evident, that 
the will and the affections muſt be renewed 
by the holy Ghoſt, before there can be any I 
good in fallen man; agreeably to what we 
read (Prov. xvi. 1.) that the preparations of 


the heart in man are from the Lord. 
. C 2 From 
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From theſe authorities of ſcripture, and of 
our own church it muſt be evident to every 
unprejudiced perſon, that the heart is by na- 
ture enclined to evil, hard and ſtony, and 
unwilling to receive any good impreffions, 
and no power can ſoften it but an almighty 
Spirit, whoſe grace alone 1s able to renew it 
after the image of him that created it. 

And after the underſtanding is enlightened, 
and the will and affections renewed, we 
ſtill want grace every moment to enable us 
to go on in the ways of holineſs. After we 
have received juſtifying grace, we continually 
ſtand in need of the ſanctifying grace of the 
holy Spirit. We cannot take one ſtep with- 
out his aſſiſtance: For it is he who worketh 
in us both to will and to do. We have no 
power nor might in ourſelves, but all our 
ſufficiency is of God. In our ſpiritual courſe 
his grace is as neceſſary, as breathing is to 
the body. There is but one word in ſcrip- 
ture for the air which the body breaths, and 
for that grace which is the breath of our ſpi- 
ritual life; and if you cannot move, much 
leſs run a race, without breath, how then 
can you run through your chriftian courſe 
without grace ? You muſt breath the air in 
at every ſtep, and you muſt have grace 
breathed into you every ſtep you take in 
your way to heaven. And therefore when 
our bleſſed Lord breathed upon the apoſtles 
he at the ſame time explained the meaning of 
what he did by faying, receive ye the holy 
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Ghoſt, whoſe gracious office it is to act upon 
the ſoul, as breath does upon the body: 
And hence it is called inspiration, which 
ſignifies breathing in, and ſince this inſpira- 
tion is as neceſſary to our ſpiritual life, as 
breath is to our animal life, is it not from 
hence certain, that we cannot take one ſtep 
in the ways of holineſs, unleſs the inſpiration 
of the Almighty enable us to proceed ? 

And theſe are the ſentiments of the word 
of God. O Lord, I know, ſays Jeremiah 


(x. 23.) that the way of man 1s not in him- 


ſelf, it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
eps. The Pſalmiſt acknowleges it, for he 


prays, Hold up my goings in thy paths, that 
my footſteps flip not. Incline my heart unto 
thy teſtimonies, and make me to go in the path 
of thy commandments. And again he ſays, 
T will run the way of thy commandments when 


thou ſhalt enlarge my heart, when thou ſhalt 


give it freedom and liberty, that it may walk 
with pleaſure in thoſe paths which are to the 


natural man grievous. And the new teſta- 


ment opens and explains theſe expreſſions of 
the old by aſſuring us, that believers walt in 
the ſpirit, and are led by the ſpirit, and are 
ſtrengthened by the ſpirit in the inner man, 
who gives them grace to ſerve God acceptably : 
For the fruit of the ſpirit is in all goodneſs and 
righteouſneſs and truth, proving what 1s ac- 
ceptable unto the Lord, And to enable us to 
produce theſe fruits, the comforter is to be 
with us for ever, He 1s to guide and direct 

| our 
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our lives, and to govern our converſations; 
He will never leave us, nor forſake us, but 
will ſupport us with his grace every moment. 
And this his continual affiſtance our church 
prays for in theſe words, O God, foraf- 
« much as without thee we are not able to 
te pleaſe thee, mercifully grant that thy holy 
« Spirit may in ALL things direct and rule 
* our hearts,” (gth Sunday after Trinity) 
And again, O Lord — grant that by thy 
* holy inſpiration we may think thoſe things 
* that be good, and by thy merciful guidance 
& may perform the ſame.” (5th Sunday after 
Eaſter.) From whence it is evident, that 
the holy Spirit is our guide through the jour- 
ney of life. The whole work of ſanctifica- 
tion is his. He cleanſes the heart, puri- 
fies it, fills it full of faith and hope and 
love, and enriches it with all the ſweet and 
heavenly tempers of the bleſſed Jeſus, He 
ſanctiſies every viſitation to God's people; 
if it be proſperous, he keeps them humble; 
if it be adverſe, he arms them with patience, 
and thus he makes all things work together 
for their good. God grant you may all 
find theſe truths verified by your own expe- 
rience : For truths they are, and you cannot 
deny them. If you believe the word of 
God, and if you pay any regard to the doc- 
trines of our church, you muſt confeſs, that 
the holy Spirit is the author and finiſher of 
our happy journey through life. Sinful 
fallen man has no light to direct him in the 
way, 
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way, until the holy Spirit remoye the dark. 
neſs of the underſtanding, and reveal every 
ſaving truth, and then he ſees the paths, 
which lead to everlaſting joy, This is the 
firſt Step. But when he ſees them, he has 
no will to walk in them, His heart is ſet 
ainſt them, it is hard and ſtony and in- 
flexibly evil. The holy Spirit alone has 
wer to work upon it, and to melt it down 
into a ſoft tender heart, which will freely 
yield to have the law of God engraven upon 
it. And after we have taken this ſtep, after 
we have ſeen the right road, in which our 
journey lies, and are diſpoſed to walk in it, 
yet we want power to proceed ſucceſsfully. 
Sin made us weak and infirm, and inbred 
corruption keeps us fo, and therefore the 
ſame good Spirit, that worketh all in all, 
muſt go along with us every ſtep to ſtrengthen 
our weakneſs, and ſupport us every moment 
to help our infirmities. We are not ſuf- 
ficient for theſe things of ourſelves; but our 

ſufficiency is of God. | 
And ſince the evidence of this doctrine is 
clear and full, and not to be denied by any 
perſon, who allows the authority of ſcrip- 
ture, I may here reſt the matter at preſent, 
and enquire what effect your aſſent to it has 
produced. Have you deſired to experience 
the truth of it? Or have you found the com- 
fort of it in your ſouls? Do you remember 
when the holy Spirit opened your eyes, 
and brought you out of darkneſs into his 
marvel. 
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marvellous light ? Is your will reconciled to 
the will of God ? And are you able to con- 
form your lives and converſations to it? if 
you are in this happy ſtate, and if before 
God the ſearcher of hearts, you can declare 
that he has done theſe wonders for your fal- 
vation, O be thankful unto him, and live a 
life of praiſe and gratitude. May the holy 
Spirit direct every thought, and word, and 
work, to the honowt ad glory of Jeſus. 
Chriſt your Saviour and your God. But 

If you call yourſelves chriſtians, and yet 
know nothing of thoſe great changes, which 
the holy Spirit muſt work in your hearts 
before you are chriſtians indeed, O conſider 
in what a dangerous ſtate you live. If God 
be true, your ſouls. are in darkneſs, your 
hearts in fin, and all your faculties under 
the power of ſatan, and until you be en- 
lightened and converted, have a new heart, 
and a new nature, you are children of wrath, 
and if you die in this ſtate, you are loſt and 
ruined to all eternity. If ever you ſee the 
face of God with joy, you muſt be renewed 
in the ſpirit of your mind. You mult be 
mode juſt and holy. All this muſt be done. 
You muſt experience it, and you will know 
it as certainly as you know any truth, when 
the holy Spirit bears teſtimony with your 
ſpirits, that you are the children of God. 

But you have been told, that this doc- 
trine is enthuſiaſm. It is ſo, in the opinion 
of the world, and it ever was, and ever will 


be, 
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be. It muſt be enthuſiaſm to the natural 
man to talk of the inward working of the 
holy Spirit; for he diſcerneth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, neither can he know 
them, becauſe he has no ſpiritual diſcern- 
ment. To a man who never found himſelf 
in darkneſs, never felt the hardneſs of his 
heart, never mourned over his inability to 
walk in the ways of Hu Jeſs, it mutt appear 
like vition and madneſs to talk oi being en- 
lightened, and renewed, and ſtrengthened in 
the inner man by the holy Spirit. Andindeed 
this doctrine is become ridiculous. It is be- 
corne the very mark and badge of religious 
frenzy. As ſoon as you mention any work 
of the holy Spirit, you are ſuppoſed to be a 
little turned in the head, and if you dare 
maintain the neceſſity of his grace, you are 
quite given over. And this ſhame and re- 
proach is hard to bear. Many perſons, 
who in their conſciences aſſent to the doc- 
trine, are terrified from owning it for fear 
of the world, and thereby lofe all its com- 
forts. Iam acquainted with feveral perſons 


in this unhappy ſtate. God grant you may #' 


be all free from it. But as it is a comme 
temptation, with which it is probable every 
Chriſtian will be tried, it will therefore be 
proper to conſider it. 

This is, I ſuppoſe, your ſtate. You aſ- 
ſent in your minds to the truth of the doc- 
trine, but dare not own it for fear of being 
called enthuſiaſts. What weakneſs is this? 

D Con- 
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Conſider well what you loſe by being afraid 
of a nick name. Can any thing be more 
weak and fooliſh, than to ſet out alone upon 
your journey for eternity, and to reject the 
only guide who can direct you ſafe, be- 
cauſe you will be ridiculed for following his 
directions; and ſo for fear of being laughed 
at, you blunder on in the wrong way, until 
you fall at laſt into the pit of deſtruction. 
And then how will this reflection add to 
your miſcry, that you had no temptation to 
rejc& the holy Spirit's guidance, but the 
ridicule of the world. The ſcripture aſ- 
ſured you, that he was your only guide, and 
you believed it. The church of England 
taught you to pray to him, and to ſeek 
him for your only guide, and you aſſented 
to her doctrines. And yet you gave up the 
ſcripture, gave up the doctrines of your own 
church, for fear of a nick. name; nay more, 
you gave up your hopes of eternal glory. 
Good God, what magic is there in a name, 
that it ſhould charm you out of heaven 
How dreadful is reproach, if it ſhould ter- 
rify you more than hell ! Should not we 
have thought it unaccountable, if we did 
not ſee it every day, that a hard name, 
which is but a ſound and nothing more, 
ſhould work ſo wonderfully upon the mind. 
But, men and brethren, uſe your reaſon, Will 
you give up all that is dear and valuable to 
avoid a nicx-name ? Will you loſe all the 
graces and comforts of the holy Spirit for 


fear 
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fear of being called an enthuſiaſt? certainly 
you cannot act ſo weak and wicked a part, 
and you will not, if you fly to the holy 
Spirit for grace, whenever you find reproach 
like to ſtagger your faith. He will enable 
ou to overcome the temptation, if you ſeek 
his ſtrength, He can ſo arm you with 
might in the inner man, that the ridicule of 
the world will make no impreſſion upon 
you; nay he can make it ſweet, he will 
enable you even to bear it and love it. 
God grant you may now ſeek his ſtrength. 
Oh that he may now be preſent among you 
with his almighty grace, and diſpoſe every 
one of you to take him for your guide 
through the journey of life, and then he 
will fill your hearts with that perfe& love 
of God, which will caſt out the fear of 
men. 

But if you are not affected with theſe mo- 
tives, if you ſtill ſee no neceſſity for being 
guided by the bleſſed Spirit, would to God 
I could diſcover the ſecret ſprings of your 
hearts, and turn them to that adorable per- 
ſon, whoſe grace alone can make you happy. 
O that I could convince you fo far, as to 
put you this moment upon ſeeking the gra- 
cious guidance of the eternal Spirit. But 
this is his own work. We mult plead and 
intreat, and importune you to ſeek his aſ- 
ſiſtance, but the ſucceſs mutt come from 
him. The word itſelf is but a dead letter, 
unleſs he animate it; and therefore the 


preaching 
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teaching of it can have no power, unleſs 
0 accompany it. We may plant and wa- 
ter, but he muſt give the increaſe. O that 
it may be abundant this day to the glory of 
Jeſus Chriſt. And all of you who defire it, 
will jam your hearts with mine in requeſting 
it of him. 

O alm ghty G God, who as at this time 
didſt tcach tlie hearts of thy faithful people 
by the ſending to them the light of: thy 
holy Spirit, {end we beſcech thee, the ſame 
Spirit to enlighten our underſtandings, that 
we may have a right judgment in all thi ugs, 
and may his grace operate with power upon 
our. hearts, ſoltening their hard ſtony natgre, 
and making them willing to obey the law 
of God; and then grant, that he may finiſh 
this great work, by enabling us to proceed 
in the ways of holine {s, until we happily 

end the journey of life. O may the cternal 
Spirit come down upon this whole con- 
gregation, and enlighten, and renew, and 
ſtrengthen every one "of us in the inner man, 
that we may now and evermore rejoice in 
his holy comfort, through the merits of 
Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour, who liveth and 
reigneth with the Father and the Spirit; 
three perſons . of equal honour, and glory 
and dominion, now, And for ever, Amen, 
and Amen: 1 5 1 
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